
 Household ofHousehold ofM A YM A YM A Y       
2 0 2 62 0 2 62 0 2 6

M A Y   
2 0 2 6

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :

F a i t hF a i t hF a i t hF a i t h
Liv ing  God ’ s  Word ,  Shar ing God ’ s  Love  

A Word from Pastor Mack

Church News

Mission Opportunities 

White Knoll Chorus, Confirmation, Graduation

Blessing Box, Snack Sack, Mission Lexington 

Church Giving & Get Togethers 
GALS, Prime Timers, Baseball! 

Bike4Life, Coffee Time 

Preschool, Women, Children’s Art Contest 

Children’s Ministry

Youth Ministry

Birthdays, Memorials 

Church Calendar

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Magic on  Church  St.

 Blessings to you, sisters and brothers in Christ at Lexington United Methodist Church! Your church is blessed to
continue thriving in mission and ministry, and we continue to receive new members, praise God! Attendance for
Easter services was very blessed! There are more blessings to come, as Mother’s Day will be here on 10 May. It is
usually a pretty-full church day, so come early to get a good seat! Mother’s Day first began as a liturgical service
within the Methodist church and spread through our society from there. We look forward to recognizing mothers on
that day and sharing in the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 Father’s Day is also just around the corner, and we will recognize fathers on 21 June. In 1972, Father's Day became
an official U.S. holiday. Just as two Methodist women are credited with creating the Mother's Day holiday in the U.S.,
the inspiration for Father’s Day also came from a Methodist woman, Grace Golden Clayton. Isn’t it amazing to know
that Methodist women initiated both Mother’s Day and Father’s Day? We are grateful for the influence of loving
mothers, fathers and families, which makes us a very tight and loving church family here in LUMC! I appreciate what
you all do very much!
 
 God bless you all,
 
 Mack McDowell

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/fathers-day-has-methodist-ties
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/fathers-day-has-methodist-ties
https://www.umc.org/en/content/methodist-history-the-founding-mothers-of-mothers-day


On Sunday, May 17th we will celebrate our 2026 high school and 
college graduates. The 8:30 am service will take place as usual.  
At 10:00am join us in Wesley Hall for a Brunch!  All are invited to attend 
 for breakfast casseroles, pastries, fruit and more!

                 If you plan to attend, please scan QR code to RSVP: 
 Then there is one worship service at 11:00am in Wesley Hall where
we will honor our class of 2026 High School and College Graduates! There is no
price for the brunch, but a love offering will be received to help cover the cost. 
 ***Also if you are willing to make a breakfast casserole to donate to the brunch,

please contact Todd Handell at todd@lexumcsc.com ***

C h u r c h   Ne w s
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Epworth’s Mother’s Day Offering  | May 10

Because of our support last year Epworth served 2,230 children and families through its
statewide programs in 2025. On Sunday, May 10, 2026 we will participate in the annual Mother’s
Day Offering to benefit the children who call Epworth home, as well as each child and family
touched by Epworth’s ministries. Please be in prayerful consideration of what God is calling you
to give to help Epworth make a difference in the lives of children and families every day. 

HOW CAN WE HELP? Epworth provides care for children and families in our community who have
experienced trauma through abuse, neglect, and loss. This care helps to break the destructive
cycle and sets them on a better path.  For more information, please visit Epworth online at
www.epworthsc.org.  

Graduation Sunday | May 17, 10:00am

On May 3, we will recognize our LUMC Confirmands at ONE combined 10:00am
service in the sanctuary. Sunday School will still take place at 9:00am. There will
be no 8:30am or 11:00am services. Communion will be served. Please join us as we
celebrate our newest full members!

Confirmation Sunday |May 3, 10:00am 

White Knoll High School Chorus |Tuesday, May 5 | 7:00pm
On Tues., May 5, instead of our regular Tuesday night service in the sanctuary, please
join the White Knoll High School Choral Department for their Spring concert,    
“The Times They Are a Changin”  Plan to attend this very special concert on May 5 . th

Pentecost is another high holy day of the Christian calendar. Called by many the
birthday of the church, Pentecost represents a passing of the mantle of sorts—from
the Incarnate Christ to the ever-present Spirit, the reminder of the God within, the
sustainer, the teacher, the strengthener. Pentecost is a day of celebration for all
that God has done and is doing within the life of the church!  Think Red!

Pentecost, | May 24 

mailto:todd@lexumcsc.com
http://www.epworthsc.org/
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Please continue to support our Blessing Box! Most needed items include individual
servings (pop top) canned meats, fruit cups, snack items, canned vegetables,
crackers, cereals, grits or oatmeal. With summertime approaching, we will also
need water. Thanks to Nan Cain and her connections, we have plenty of dog & cat
food! Thank you for blessing our community! 

Misson Opportunities
Blessing Box     

Click Here for Tickets

For a list of personal items you can donate to the store by taking the items to the store click here :
Donate Items | Mission Lexington

We're not  chicken-ing out. . .we just
real ly  need some.  
Canned chicken that  is .

Drop offs welcome or click the link below to
order and have sent to ML:

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCK
NA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex

Blood Drive Monday, May 18,  1-6pm | Asbury Hall

Please give blood! Donors can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org with Sponsor Code
“lexingtonumc,” or directly at this link: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?
zipSponsor=lexingtonumc. 

Mission Lexington 

https://icehouseamphitheater.com/events/event/captain-mike-the-shipwrecked-a-tribute-to-jimmy-buffett-supporting-mission-lexington/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCKNA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCKNA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
http://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=lexingtonumc.
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=lexingtonumc.


Take yourself out to the ball game!  Plan to join your church members to an evening of baseball to
watch the Lexington Blowfish take on the Macon Bacon, followed by fireworks at the end of the night.
You can choose between a standard ticket for $8.50 or a ticket with all-you-can-eat buffet for $15.99.
Buffet includes burgers, chicken sandwiches, chips, brownies, and more! Gates open at 6 PM; parking
is $3 per car (cash only). Click the link below to purchase your ticket by June 8th!
https://goblowfishbaseball.com/tickets/lumc_2026/ 4

Church  Giving 
Do you remeber the different ways you  support Lexington UMC?
Our vows when we join the church have four parts: (1) to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; (2) to believe in the Christian
faith as contained in the Old and New Testaments; (3) to support The United Methodist Church; and (4) to uphold the local
congregation with ours prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

We are a supportive, praying congregation. We serve through the missions we support, we witness to our community through our
mission work and sharing our good works with the community. Giving allows us to reach out to our community. 
   Why do we give?                      
We believe that there is joy in giving, and the greater the generosity the deeper the joy. We acknowledge that we worship God and
not money! Giving an offering frees us from the bondage that money can have over our lives. Tithing then encourages us to focus
on God as the source of our strength and abundance, rather than our own achievements or financial assets. Tithing leads to our
spiritual well-being and growth in our relationship with God and others in the world around us.
Do you know the different methods to give to LUMC?   There are four ways for you to connect:

Give Online
Give @ 

https://lexumcsc.com/give/
and follow the directions.

Mail a Check
to

Lexington UMC
 309 East Main St. 

Lexington, SC 29072
If you have an

envelope number, be
sure to include it on

the check 
 

 Texting, or in the 
Mobile App

Use your smart phone to text
GIVE to 1-803-599-3943.

 and/or by downloading the
ShelbyNext App in your app

store.

Giving in Person
You can give at one of 

the morning services by
placing your offering
in the offering plate 

or basket  

Donations of Stock
Along with your regular tithe, did you know that you can also contribute stock donations to Lexington United Methodist
Church? It’s easy! Just call the church office to find out how. It’s a win-win for both parties! You receive the tax deduction
and LUMC receives your gift.  Also, you may donate stock from your tax-deferred retirement account! This will satisfy your
Required Minimum Distribution (RMD).

The G.A.L.S. will meet at Ruby Tuesday on May19 at 11:30.
Tuesday, May 19 | 11:30am

Prime Timers will be having lunch at El Jimidor Restaurante at 
5343 Sunset Blvd on Tuesday, May 5 at 11:30 AM, and celebrate Cinco de Mayo.

Tuesday, May 5 | 11:30am

Get-Togethers 
G.A.L.S. 

Group

Blowfish Ball Game | June 12 |6:00pm

https://goblowfishbaseball.com/tickets/lumc_2026/
https://lexumcsc.com/give/


I host an annual bikeathon fundraiser called Bike4Life, this year being the third event. The driving force behind this
fundraiser is my 9-year-old cousin Jack Timmerman, who was diagnosed with Batten Disease in late 2023. This is an
extremely rare neurological disorder that has already caused Jack almost complete blindness, with many more symptoms
expected in the next few years he has been given to live. 
The year I founded Bike4Life, I wanted to do something for him that not only helps Battens Disease patients but also all kids
and families struggling with childhood illnesses and life-threatening diseases. In the last two years combined, I have raised
over $5,700 for Ronald McDonald House Charities and Make-A-Wish Foundation.                                        
 Hannah Vitters 
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The 2026 Bike4Life  is May 2 , in the LUMC parking lot. nd

The event starts at 9:00 with the trike race beginning at 9:15 (but participants should be there 15 minutes before their
event). 
There are events designated for specific age groups all morning, with the last one ending at 12:00pm. 

Food trucks will be at the event until 12:30! 
The entry fee is $25 per person donated online to the Pathways SC Bike4Life donation page, with a limit of $75 in entry
fees per family.
All attendees will also be entered into the live raffle with prizes from various businesses in Lexington, including but not
limited to Bella Nails and Spa, the Kindred Boutique, and Pelican SnoBalls.

Scan this  QR code
which has other
links embedded in
it like the 
website and
donation page:

Coffee Time       

Thanks to the Delos Corderman Fellowship SS class for hosting Coffee Time during the month of
April!  Please contact Wendi Walsh if your group would like to sign up throughout the year-803-
622-7053! We can't make it happen without YOU! 



 Reach out and help sponsor this exciting event.
You can use this link :

 https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
to give online through the church website. 

                                                                                                                                        or use the QR code:

Magic on Church Street | November 21 & 22
LUMC will have 3 spaces for the church’s 

Treasures, Treats and Talents booths!
  

 As the name suggests, we will be collecting
second-hand holiday treasures. These will
be items for sale that you would be proud
to have in your home. We will begin
collecting these items July 1. Watch for
more details as the time grows near. 

We will be selling tasty treats so be thinking
what you can contribute to the bake sale.
Since this is a two day event, lots of baked
goods will be needed. Start looking at those
recipes now!  

We will be looking for some beautiful items
to sell in our handicrafts and artesian space.
Please let Karen Waterfield know what you
will donate. 
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A Christmas in July social media launch is planned for July 25.
This is when the social media platform will launch and
items
 such as mugs, ornaments, and Christmas pictures will go
on sale featuring a drawing by artist Michael Story. 
  

We need vendors, sponsors, donations,  and
additional volunteers.

 If you know of a vendor who might be interested please let
Harvey Etheredge hlynn1958@gmail.com know. 

Tickets will be Adults $25, Children 8-18 $15, Children under 8 free

C h r i s t m a s  Fe s t i va l  L u n ch e o n

https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
mailto:Karen.BennettWaterfield@gmail.com
mailto:hlynn1958@gmail.com


  Registration is now open for Preschool Summer Camps. There are three camps planned this summer:
                     June 8-11 Zoo Camp
                                                                          June 22-25 Beach Camp
                                                                                                                                       July 13-16 Sports Camp

   

Summer camp is open to children ages 1 (and walking) through rising kindergarten. 
   Camp runs Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  The fee is $100 per child, per week.

Preschool

We are also looking for teachers in our ones and twos classroom for the next school year. If anyone is
interested in joining our team,  contact Katie at preschool@lexumcsc.com
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Do you know a parent looking for a Preschool experience for their child? 
We still have spots available in every class for next school year.
Contact Katie, Preschool Director at preschool@lexumcsc.com

Are you interested in attend a one-day retreat?  Or perhaps a weekend retreat? 
Sandy Knight is forming a planning committee to explore plans for a retreat. The first
meeting will be on Sunday, May 17 at 12pm in the Parlor. If you would like to be on
this planning committee, please contact Sandy sfknight58@hotmail.com and let her
know you would like to help! 

Women’s News 

Children’s Art Contest

Calling all children’s artists!  The Magic on Church Street

committee is looking for child artists to create art that can be

used as part of the advertising campaign.    

Prizes will be awarded for the winnging entries. 

Deadline is May 10, so get out those pencils, paint brushes, or

markers and start drawing. Scan the QR code for more details! 

Good luck! 

mailto:preschool@lexumcsc.com
mailto:preschool@lexumcsc.com
mailto:sfknight58@hotmail.com


LUMC promises to surround our children with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. Our
intention is to minister to the needs of all children and provide them with a caring community where they may be nurtured in a dignified
and loving manner. If you have any questions, please contact Laura Henrickson at laura@lexumcsc.com.

                                       May 3rd -- Drop off and pick up will be at the playground. We will start a new 
                                                          "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit. Part 1 will be tonight!
                                      May 10th is Mother's Day- A HUGE EARLY MOTHER"S DAY SHOUT OUT TO ALL 
                                         OUR AWESOME UMC LADIES!! Because of this, KidzWay WILL NOT be meeting
                                          that day! Treat the matriarch figure(s) in your family to a wonderful Mother's Day!
They are amazing human beings and deserve a hug, pretty flowers, her favorite meal, and so much more!
 

May 17th--Drop off and pick up will be at the playground. 
                    We will continue our "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit. Part 2 will be tonight!

May 24th-- KidzWay WILL NOT be meeting due to Memorial Day! Enjoy your holiday weekend! Stay safe
and HAVE FUN!

May 31st--the Final KidzWay event! We will end our "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit, Part 3, tonight.
Due to summer break, KidzWay will meet one Sunday evening a month. 
The Next KidzWay evening will be June 28th, in Asbury Hall, 5pm to 6:30pm. Drop off and pick up will be at
the playground. 

I am absolutely 100,000,000,000% grateful for the helpers who volunteer in our children’s ministries! We
have some AMAZING all-stars who step up and go above and beyond the call of duty! Please make sure
you check your schedules and discern how your heart is leading you to help Children's Ministries at LUMC.
The links for the sign-ups are as follows 

KidzWay |5:00 to 6:30PM | Asbury Hall

 ACOLYTE SIGN UP

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

TEACHER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP

NURSERY SIGN UP

KIDZWAY SUNDAY NIGHT 
LEADER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP
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The new year has brought the return of regular weekly Sunday School classes – and that includes music time with Ms. Lessie.
Parents, you are encouraged to bring your children to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for a fun experience of
singing while learning new and inspiring songs. We are also hopeful that the children will be able to share their music in
upcoming worship services throughout the year. Looking forward to seeing you and your children on Sunday!

See you in Sunday School!

Children’s Ministry needs you to volunteer!
Click on the links below to sign up!  

Children’s Ministry 

Butterflies waiting for freedom

mailto:laura@lexumcsc.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-childrens2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-childrens2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549A5A62AA6FEC16-57696189-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/


Youth
The Youth Ministry at Lexington United Methodist Church seeks to serve all students in grades 6th through
12th grade. For all the latest info regarding upcoming events, scan the QR code to view the monthly youth
newsletter or visit lexumcsc.com/student-ministry.

lexumcyouth
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Youth Mission Trip Summer 2026  | June 21 - June 26
It’s time for Youth 2026 Mission Trip sign-ups and a lot of important information is below! We are
headed to Atlanta, GA to learn about various cultures and religions and also put on a "VBS Style"
camp at an apartment complex.
WHO: Completed 6th grade - Completed 12th grade
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: Monday, May 4   |           TOTAL COST: $375.00/pp.
Deposit Due by May 4: $200.00. Next payment due by: June 30: $175.00

COST OF TRIP INCLUDES:
Most meals covered on the trip (students may be responsible for 2 to 3 meals for travel / during Free time. To be determined
closer to the trip.
Our lodging will take place at a local AirBnB. Exact location to be determined closer to the trip. Participant T-Shirt
If you are an adult volunteer, you will go for free.... just the cost of your additional meals! Contact TODD if you want to go as an
adult.
Additional Expenses: Meals and snacks on the road x2-3 depending (specifics closer to trip), souvenirs, etc. 
*Parents/Guardians may be asked to fill out a form 
Much more information can be found here https://newsletter.dymapps.com/featured/5612

Tonight's the night we invite the rising 6th graders to come and preview our youth
group! All current 5th graders are invited to join us for youth group In Wesley Hall for
night full of food, games and fun!

May 3--Confirmation Sunday

May 4 - Mission Trip Registration Deadline

May 17 - Graduate Brunch--see page 2 

5  Grade Preview Night | May 3, 5:00--7:30pm | Wesley Hallth

Fun at the Dinner and Dessert Auction
Thanks to everyone who attended and supported our fundraiser. We were able to raise over $1500 towards our summer 
mission trip. 

https://newsletter.dymapps.com/featured/5612


  Birthdays                                                          Memorials          
 4/11     Isabella Castilla

5/13     Kaitlin Edwards
             Carmen Preston
             Samuel Brandes
             Heather Chittam

5/14     Brooks Edwards
             Brian Harmon
             Kimberly Decell 
             Hannah Polk
             Kaylin Samples
             Ella Maxwell
             Lola Carroll
             Ainsley Kunkle

5/15     Diane Moseley
             Lessie Polk
             Caleb Spence
             Steve DeBerry

5/16     Barbara Addington
             
5/17     Richard Rodden
             Noel Myers
             Adan Myers
5/18     Lilly Johnson
             
5/19     Grady Decell
             Bethany Braund
             Emily Betcher
             Eli Dabbs

5/20     Barry Schilling
             Thomas Trezise Jr.
             Adam Graybill
             Candy Brennan

5/21     Trey DeBruhl III
             Nathan Laisure
             Hampton Pitts

 
5/22     Elizabeth Ann Lambdin
             Colt Kirkpatrick
             Harry Cato
             Rylie D’Amico

5/23     Chris Haynes
             Logan Pool
             Noah Doub

5/24     Nancy Edmonds
             Andrew Stevenson

5/25     Lorri Yarborough
             Meredith Huber
             Robby Young
             Henry Nichols

5/26     Rick Cain

5/27     Wade Reynolds
             Mia Willis
             Elena Smith
             Heather Ford

5/29     Robyn Childers
             Mike Mitton
             Jacob Wilson
             Michael Keisler
             Robert Waterfield
             Wells Carter
             Guy Smith

5/30     Laura Pappas
             Bonny McCarty

Jimmy Walsh, Jr.        
Catherine Garren

Robin Andrews
Catherine Garren

Eloise Clyburn 
Buddy & Lynn Brewer

Cynthia Jackson         
Buddy & Lynn Brewer

Allison Gilliam 
Hugh & Maro Rogers
Buddy & Lynn Brewer
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5/1 David Rhoten
      Jerry Wojtylak
     Patty Mayfield
 
5/2 Bethany Anderson
      Ruth Grimsly
 
5/3 Melissa Epting
      Wilson Lepp
      Linda Roshto
 
5/4 Bob Lambdin
      Gaye Leonard
      Dylan Hayson
 
5/5 Jennie Church
      Pam Hatfield
      Austin D’Amico
      Hollis Chittam
      Missy Moore
 
5/6 Adam Chittam
 
5/7 Doug Beaty
      Matt Owens
      William Phillips
      Gracen Oswald
      Owen Maxwell
      Janet Mabe
      Janice Black
      Abby Kunkle
      Nan Cain

5/8 Carrie Schilling
       Elizabeth West
       Ron Vanderstelt
       Donna McKenna

5/9  Vicky Jackson

5/10 Traci Stinecipher
         Troy Loadholt
          Juddy Decell
          Bailey Gunter
          Jessica Johnson

5/11     Cathy Cagney

5/12     Tucker Johnson
             Peggy Abercrombie
             Walker D’Amico
             Sydney Weathers

New Members
Luke & Katie Meche
481 Riglaw Circle
Lexington, SC 29073

Nina Gambacorta
356 Lake Murray Blvd. 
Apt. 942
Irmo, SC 29203

Thanks
Dear Wonderful Members of

Lexington UMW, 
Thank you so much for providing a
meal for the MSN-USC.  It was such
a lovely surprise. Gathering around
the table is an essential part of our
ministry.  Thank you for your time,
generosity and heart for this
ministry that means so much to me.
Grace & Peace, Ella Stillwell, 
Assistant Campus Minister
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Peace with Justice Sunday is May 31. -Donations made on Peace with Justice Sunday help to raise
awareness and support for peace-related ministries. Half of the donations collected remain in each
Annual Conference to strengthen local social justice ministries and fund a local Peace with Justice
coordinator. The remaining dollars fund three grants that support ethnic/minority local church
ministries and are made available to United Methodist congregations and organizations. 

If you would like to give to this UM Special Sunday offering, please make your check payable to LUMC
with Peace with Justice in the memo section. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity!



309 E . Main St. 
Lexington, SC 29072 

Return Service Requested 

Rev. James McDowell, Senior Pastor | jsmcdowell@umcsc.org |
Cell: 803-719-0559

Rev. Meegian Gossard, Associate Pastor | magossard@umcsc.org |
Cell: 803-507-4549

Todd Handell, Youth Pastor | todd@lexumcsc.com

Laura Henrickson, Children's Minister | laura@lexumcsc.com

Diane Crosby, CUMCA, Administrator | dcrosby@lexumcsc.com

Bonnie Pruitt, Director, Chancel Choir | bonniepruittlexumc@gmail.com

Lessie Polk, Director, Children’s & Youth Choirs | lespolk@aol.com

Taylor Glomb, Organist | trglomb@gmail.com

Katie Meche, Preschool Director | preschool@lexumcsc.com

CHURCH STAFF


	Church  News
	Epworth’s Mother’s Day Offering  | May 10
	White Knoll High School Chorus |Tuesday, May 5 | 7:00pm
	Confirmation Sunday |May 3, 10:00am
	Graduation Sunday | May 17, 10:00am
	Pentecost, | May 24

	Misson Opportunities
	Blessing Box
	Please continue to support our Blessing Box! Most needed items include individual servings (pop top) canned meats, fruit cups, snack items, canned vegetables, crackers, cereals, grits or oatmeal. With summertime approaching, we will also need water. Thanks to Nan Cain and her connections, we have plenty of dog & cat food! Thank you for blessing our community!

	Blood Drive
	Monday, May 18,  1-6pm | Asbury Hall
	Please give blood! Donors can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org with Sponsor Code “lexingtonumc,” or directly at this link: https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=lexingtonumc.


	Mission Lexington
	Click Here for Tickets
	We're not chicken-ing out...we just really need some.  Canned chicken that is.
	Drop offs welcome or click the link below to order and have sent to ML:

	https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCKNA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
	For a list of personal items you can donate to the store by taking the items to the store click here : Donate Items | Mission Lexington


	Church  Giving
	Do you remeber the different ways you  support Lexington UMC? Our vows when we join the church have four parts: (1) to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; (2) to believe in the Christian faith as contained in the Old and New Testaments; (3) to support The United Methodist Church; and (4) to uphold the local congregation with ours prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
	We are a supportive, praying congregation. We serve through the missions we support, we witness to our community through our mission work and sharing our good works with the community. Giving allows us to reach out to our community.     Why do we give?
	We believe that there is joy in giving, and the greater the generosity the deeper the joy. We acknowledge that we worship God and not money! Giving an offering frees us from the bondage that money can have over our lives. Tithing then encourages us to focus on God as the source of our strength and abundance, rather than our own achievements or financial assets. Tithing leads to our spiritual well-being and growth in our relationship with God and others in the world around us.
	Do you know the different methods to give to LUMC?   There are four ways for you to connect:
	Give Online Give @  https://lexumcsc.com/give/ and follow the directions.
	Mail a Check to Lexington UMC  309 East Main St.  Lexington, SC 29072 If you have an envelope number, be sure to include it on the check
	Texting, or in the  Mobile App Use your smart phone to text GIVE to 1-803-599-3943.  and/or by downloading the ShelbyNext App in your app store.
	Giving in Person You can give at one of  the morning services by placing your offering in the offering plate  or basket
	Donations of Stock Along with your regular tithe, did you know that you can also contribute stock donations to Lexington United Methodist Church? It’s easy! Just call the church office to find out how. It’s a win-win for both parties! You receive the tax deduction and LUMC receives your gift.  Also, you may donate stock from your tax-deferred retirement account! This will satisfy your Required Minimum Distribution (RMD).


	Get-Togethers
	G.A.L.S.  Group
	Tuesday, May 19 | 11:30am
	The G.A.L.S. will meet at Ruby Tuesday on May19 at 11:30.

	Tuesday, May 5 | 11:30am
	Prime Timers will be having lunch at El Jimidor Restaurante at  5343 Sunset Blvd on Tuesday, May 5 at 11:30 AM, and celebrate Cinco de Mayo.

	Blowfish Ball Game | June 12 |6:00pm
	Take yourself out to the ball game!  Plan to join your church members to an evening of baseball to watch the Lexington Blowfish take on the Macon Bacon, followed by fireworks at the end of the night. You can choose between a standard ticket for $8.50 or a ticket with all-you-can-eat buffet for $15.99. Buffet includes burgers, chicken sandwiches, chips, brownies, and more! Gates open at 6 PM; parking is $3 per car (cash only). Click the link below to purchase your ticket by June 8th! https://goblowfishbaseball.com/tickets/lumc_2026/


	The 2026 Bike4Life  is May 2nd, in the LUMC parking lot.  The event starts at 9:00 with the trike race beginning at 9:15 (but participants should be there 15 minutes before their event).  There are events designated for specific age groups all morning, with the last one ending at 12:00pm.
	Food trucks will be at the event until 12:30!  The entry fee is $25 per person donated online to the Pathways SC Bike4Life donation page, with a limit of $75 in entry fees per family. All attendees will also be entered into the live raffle with prizes from various businesses in Lexington, including but not limited to Bella Nails and Spa, the Kindred Boutique, and Pelican SnoBalls.
	I host an annual bikeathon fundraiser called Bike4Life, this year being the third event. The driving force behind this fundraiser is my 9-year-old cousin Jack Timmerman, who was diagnosed with Batten Disease in late 2023. This is an extremely rare neurological disorder that has already caused Jack almost complete blindness, with many more symptoms expected in the next few years he has been given to live.
	The year I founded Bike4Life, I wanted to do something for him that not only helps Battens Disease patients but also all kids and families struggling with childhood illnesses and life-threatening diseases. In the last two years combined, I have raised over $5,700 for Ronald McDonald House Charities and Make-A-Wish Foundation.                                          Hannah Vitters
	Scan this  QR code which has other links embedded in it like the  website and donation page:

	Coffee Time
	Thanks to the Delos Corderman Fellowship SS class for hosting Coffee Time during the month of April!  Please contact Wendi Walsh if your group would like to sign up throughout the year-803-622-7053! We can't make it happen without YOU!

	Magic on Church Street | November 21 & 22
	LUMC will have 3 spaces for the church’s  Treasures, Treats and Talents booths!
	As the name suggests, we will be collecting second-hand holiday treasures. These will be items for sale that you would be proud to have in your home. We will begin collecting these items July 1. Watch for more details as the time grows near.
	We will be selling tasty treats so be thinking what you can contribute to the bake sale. Since this is a two day event, lots of baked goods will be needed. Start looking at those recipes now!
	We will be looking for some beautiful items to sell in our handicrafts and artesian space. Please let Karen Waterfield know what you will donate.
	Christmas Festival Luncheon
	A Christmas in July social media launch is planned for July 25. This is when the social media platform will launch and items  such as mugs, ornaments, and Christmas pictures will go on sale featuring a drawing by artist Michael Story.
	We need vendors, sponsors, donations,  and additional volunteers.
	If you know of a vendor who might be interested please let Harvey Etheredge hlynn1958@gmail.com know.


	Preschool
	Registration is now open for Preschool Summer Camps. There are three camps planned this summer:                      June 8-11 Zoo Camp                                                                           June 22-25 Beach Camp                                                                                                                                        July 13-16 Sports Camp
	Summer camp is open to children ages 1 (and walking) through rising kindergarten.     Camp runs Monday-Thursday from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm.  The fee is $100 per child, per week.
	Do you know a parent looking for a Preschool experience for their child?  We still have spots available in every class for next school year. Contact Katie, Preschool Director at preschool@lexumcsc.com
	We are also looking for teachers in our ones and twos classroom for the next school year. If anyone is interested in joining our team,  contact Katie at preschool@lexumcsc.com


	Women’s News
	Are you interested in attend a one-day retreat?  Or perhaps a weekend retreat?  Sandy Knight is forming a planning committee to explore plans for a retreat. The first   meeting will be on Sunday, May 17 at 12pm in the Parlor. If you would like to be on this planning committee, please contact Sandy sfknight58@hotmail.com and let her know you would like to help!
	Children’s Art Contest
	Calling all children’s artists!  The Magic on Church Street committee is looking for child artists to create art that can be used as part of the advertising campaign.     Prizes will be awarded for the winnging entries.  Deadline is May 10, so get out those pencils, paint brushes, or markers and start drawing. Scan the QR code for more details!  Good luck!


	Children’s Ministry
	LUMC promises to surround our children with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. Our intention is to minister to the needs of all children and provide them with a caring community where they may be nurtured in a dignified and loving manner. If you have any questions, please contact Laura Henrickson at laura@lexumcsc.com.
	See you in Sunday School!
	KidzWay |5:00 to 6:30PM | Asbury Hall
	May 3rd -- Drop off and pick up will be at the playground. We will start a new                                                            "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit. Part 1 will be tonight!
	May 10th is Mother's Day- A HUGE EARLY MOTHER"S DAY SHOUT OUT TO ALL                                           OUR AWESOME UMC LADIES!! Because of this, KidzWay WILL NOT be meeting                                           that day! Treat the matriarch figure(s) in your family to a wonderful Mother's Day! They are amazing human beings and deserve a hug, pretty flowers, her favorite meal, and so much more!
	May 17th--Drop off and pick up will be at the playground.                      We will continue our "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit. Part 2 will be tonight!
	May 24th-- KidzWay WILL NOT be meeting due to Memorial Day! Enjoy your holiday weekend! Stay safe and HAVE FUN!
	May 31st--the Final KidzWay event! We will end our "series" about the Fruits of the Spirit, Part 3, tonight.
	Due to summer break, KidzWay will meet one Sunday evening a month.  The Next KidzWay evening will be June 28th, in Asbury Hall, 5pm to 6:30pm. Drop off and pick up will be at the playground.
	I am absolutely 100,000,000,000% grateful for the helpers who volunteer in our children’s ministries! We have some AMAZING all-stars who step up and go above and beyond the call of duty! Please make sure you check your schedules and discern how your heart is leading you to help Children's Ministries at LUMC. The links for the sign-ups are as follows
	Butterflies waiting for freedom
	Children’s Ministry needs you to volunteer! Click on the links below to sign up!

	CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
	ACOLYTE SIGN UP
	NURSERY SIGN UP
	TEACHER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP
	KIDZWAY SUNDAY NIGHT  LEADER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP


	Youth
	The Youth Ministry at Lexington United Methodist Church seeks to serve all students in grades 6th through 12th grade. For all the latest info regarding upcoming events, scan the QR code to view the monthly youth newsletter or visit lexumcsc.com/student-ministry.
	5th Grade Preview Night | May 3, 5:00--7:30pm | Wesley Hall
	Tonight's the night we invite the rising 6th graders to come and preview our youth group! All current 5th graders are invited to join us for youth group In Wesley Hall for night full of food, games and fun!
	May 3--Confirmation Sunday
	May 4 - Mission Trip Registration Deadline
	May 17 - Graduate Brunch--see page 2

	Fun at the Dinner and Dessert Auction
	Thanks to everyone who attended and supported our fundraiser. We were able to raise over $1500 towards our summer  mission trip.

	Youth Mission Trip Summer 2026  | June 21 - June 26
	It’s time for Youth 2026 Mission Trip sign-ups and a lot of important information is below! We are headed to Atlanta, GA to learn about various cultures and religions and also put on a "VBS Style" camp at an apartment complex.
	WHO: Completed 6th grade - Completed 12th grade DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: Monday, May 4   |           TOTAL COST: $375.00/pp. Deposit Due by May 4: $200.00. Next payment due by: June 30: $175.00
	COST OF TRIP INCLUDES: Most meals covered on the trip (students may be responsible for 2 to 3 meals for travel / during Free time. To be determined closer to the trip. Our lodging will take place at a local AirBnB. Exact location to be determined closer to the trip. Participant T-Shirt If you are an adult volunteer, you will go for free.... just the cost of your additional meals! Contact TODD if you want to go as an adult. Additional Expenses: Meals and snacks on the road x2-3 depending (specifics closer to trip), souvenirs, etc.  *Parents/Guardians may be asked to fill out a form  Much more information can be found here https://newsletter.dymapps.com/featured/5612


	Birthdays                                                          Memorials
	Jimmy Walsh, Jr.         Catherine Garren
	Robin Andrews Catherine Garren
	Eloise Clyburn  Buddy & Lynn Brewer
	Cynthia Jackson          Buddy & Lynn Brewer
	Allison Gilliam  Hugh & Maro Rogers Buddy & Lynn Brewer
	5/1 David Rhoten       Jerry Wojtylak      Patty Mayfield
	5/2 Bethany Anderson       Ruth Grimsly
	5/3 Melissa Epting       Wilson Lepp       Linda Roshto
	5/4 Bob Lambdin       Gaye Leonard       Dylan Hayson
	5/5 Jennie Church       Pam Hatfield       Austin D’Amico       Hollis Chittam       Missy Moore
	5/6 Adam Chittam
	5/7 Doug Beaty       Matt Owens       William Phillips       Gracen Oswald       Owen Maxwell       Janet Mabe       Janice Black       Abby Kunkle       Nan Cain
	5/8 Carrie Schilling        Elizabeth West        Ron Vanderstelt        Donna McKenna
	5/9  Vicky Jackson
	5/10 Traci Stinecipher          Troy Loadholt           Juddy Decell           Bailey Gunter           Jessica Johnson
	5/11     Cathy Cagney
	5/12     Tucker Johnson              Peggy Abercrombie              Walker D’Amico              Sydney Weathers
	4/11     Isabella Castilla 5/13     Kaitlin Edwards              Carmen Preston              Samuel Brandes              Heather Chittam
	5/14     Brooks Edwards              Brian Harmon              Kimberly Decell               Hannah Polk              Kaylin Samples              Ella Maxwell              Lola Carroll              Ainsley Kunkle
	5/15     Diane Moseley              Lessie Polk              Caleb Spence              Steve DeBerry
	5/16     Barbara Addington
	5/17     Richard Rodden              Noel Myers              Adan Myers 5/18     Lilly Johnson
	5/19     Grady Decell              Bethany Braund              Emily Betcher              Eli Dabbs
	5/20     Barry Schilling              Thomas Trezise Jr.              Adam Graybill              Candy Brennan
	5/21     Trey DeBruhl III              Nathan Laisure              Hampton Pitts

	New Members
	Luke & Katie Meche 481 Riglaw Circle Lexington, SC 29073
	Nina Gambacorta 356 Lake Murray Blvd.  Apt. 942 Irmo, SC 29203

	Thanks
	Dear Wonderful Members of Lexington UMW,  Thank you so much for providing a meal for the MSN-USC.  It was such a lovely surprise. Gathering around the table is an essential part of our ministry.  Thank you for your time, generosity and heart for this ministry that means so much to me. Grace & Peace, Ella Stillwell,  Assistant Campus Minister

	Peace with Justice Sunday is May 31. -Donations made on Peace with Justice Sunday help to raise awareness and support for peace-related ministries. Half of the donations collected remain in each Annual Conference to strengthen local social justice ministries and fund a local Peace with Justice coordinator. The remaining dollars fund three grants that support ethnic/minority local church ministries and are made available to United Methodist congregations and organizations.
	If you would like to give to this UM Special Sunday offering, please make your check payable to LUMC with Peace with Justice in the memo section. Thank you, in advance, for your generosity!
	CHURCH STAFF

