
 
  Blessings to you, sisters and brothers in Christ at Lexington United Methodist Church! 
We are looking forward to sharing Holy Week with you through our services on Maundy Thursday (2 April), Good Friday 
(3 April), Blessing of the Animals (Saturday, 4 April), and all 3 Easter Sunday services (7:00 am Sunrise service, (9:00 am in
the sanctuary, and 11:00 am in Wesley Hall.) 
We are also excited that we are approaching Mother’s Day, which is observed every second Sunday of May. Before you know
it, it will be here on 10 May! Mother’s Day is usually a pretty-full church day, so come early to get a good seat! In the United
States, the quest for a recognized Mother’s Day began in 1905 under the encouragement of Anna Jarvis. Anna initiated the
first Mother’s Day service of worship at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church in West Virginia. Anna’s campaign for a day to
honor the influence of all mothers began the same year her own mother Ann passed. Ann Jarvis was a very influential peace
activist and health advocate, who had cared for wounded Civil War Soldiers from both sides. By 1911, all US states
recognized the holiday. It is important to remember that Mother’s Day began as a liturgical service in a Methodist church!
For this reason, we will have a recognition of mothers on that day and share also in the sacrament of Holy Communion. We
are grateful for the loving influence of all the mothers in our church and community! We are also grateful to be a very tight
and loving church family here in LUMC, and I appreciate what you all do, very much!
 God bless you all,

Pastor Mack McDowell
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C h u r c h   Ne w s
Holy Week     

2

Palm Sunday- 8:30 Regular Service and 11:00AM -Blended Service, both in Sanctuary
Maundy Thursday Service| 6:30PM in Sanctuary 
Good Friday Service| 6:30PM in Sanctuary 

EASTER Sunday
7:00AM   | Easter Sunday Sunrise Service w/ Communion by circle cross
7:45AM   | Breakfast sponsored by the UMM| Asbury 
9:00AM   | Traditional Easter Worship Service w/ communion | Sanctuary
11:00AM | Contemporary Easter Worship Service w/ Communion | Wesley Hall
12:05PM | Butterfly Release | outside Wesley Hall 

The Labyrinth is a means for you to pause your “busyness”, quiet your mind, and walk with God.  
What you focus on as you walk may be determined by where you are in your life – you might walk
it as a kind of prayer; to receive inspiration or an answer; to let go of a worry or burden.

There is no right or wrong way to walk a labyrinth; simply walk the labyrinth with an open
heart and an open mind.  Just do it!  Invite your friends and neighbors to our Labyrinth!
The Labyrinth is for everyone, at any age--children, youth, adults, senior adults

Click here to read more about walking the Labyrinth or watch the LUMC Labyrinth video here.

Our labyrinth will be set out in Wesley Hall and available for walking during Holy Week:
Monday, March 30    9AM—6PM
Tuesday, March 31    9AM—6PM
Wednesday, April 1   9AM—6PM
Thursday, April 2       9AM—6PM
 Friday, April 3            9AM—5:30PM

Labyrinth Walk     

The Blessing of the Pets honors the bond between humans and animals, celebrates
creation, and asks for God’s care over the creatures in our lives.
Bring your favorite animal to the Circle Dr. off of Fort Street to receive a special
blessing.  

Blessings of the Pets       
April 4,  10AM | Circle Drive 

Labyrinth Take Down___

We need help putting away the labyrinth on Friday April 3. This will also involve setting up for Easter Sunday so lots of
help will be needed. We will meet at 5:30pm to give us time to complete this before the Good Friday Service. Please
email swmitton@gmail.com to let her know you can help. 

April 3, 5:30PM | Wesley Hall 

https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169964/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169964/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169981/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169981/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169971/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271169971/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271170001/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271170001/2026-04-05
https://57811184.view-events.com/calendar/57811184/event/271170174/2026-04-05
https://lexumcsc.com/labyrinth-walk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tk8XSYiN_to
mailto:swmitton@gmail.com


Recently Rick Cunningham, who has led the Snack Sack outreach program for ten years,
announced that he is stepping down. He has worked tirelessly to provide food for school age
children who have little or no food support on the weekends. Through contacts and channels,
he secured continuing donations of Ramin noodles from a Saluda factory as well as other
financial donations to support the program. We thank Rick for his dedication to the children of
Lexington County.  
Guy Smith has agreed to lead this program going forward. We are thankful for his willingness
to take over and keep the program going. As a retired principal he is familiar with the food
insecurity that exists in our community. 
Your support is vital to keep this program running. Please consider a donation to Snack
Sack.  And If you want to come on Tuesday mornings to see what’s this is all about, come on!
It’s quite an operation. 
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When you are out shopping, pick up items for the Blessing Box. Most needed items
include instant oatmeal or grits--individual serving, pop-top canned meats, snack
items, fruit cups, pop-top canned veggies, pet food, water, crackers, individual
cereals. Place your items in the cart outside the office. If you give your receipt to
Diane Crosby, you can be reimbursed for your Blessing Box expenses. 

Misson Opportunities
Blessing Box     

Mission Pantry Essentials:
Canned protein (chicken, tuna, etc.)
Canned vegetables
Rice
Peanut butter
Jelly
Laundry Detergent

Mission Lexington provides essential support -
including food, clothing, shelter, resources, and
guidance. In 2024 alone, we addressed over
37,638 needs, helping with everything from
rehousing a family of six to supplying interview
attire for a father seeking employment. 
There is a cart in the hallway where you place
items to donate to their pantry:

Or you can donate through Amazon and have the most needed items delivered:
Amazon Wish List  

On May 10, we will receive our annual Epworth Children’s Home Offering. The mission of
Epworth is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe, Christian communities,
where hurts are healed, hope is nurtured, and faith in God, self, and others is developed. 100%
of our Mother’s Day Offering provides comprehensive care for the children at Epworth. Epworth
is not an apportioned item in the Annual Conference Budget. Mother’s Day is our opportunity to
support Epworth’s ministry. Please give as you are led.

https://tickets.coladaily.com/events/captain-mike-the-shipwrecked-a-tribute-to-jimmy-buffett-supporting-mission-lexington-5-8-2026?fbclid=IwVERDUAQZC6FleHRuA2FlbQIxMABzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEe2W-grxrVAsVgMZ6CkXXPg3tbQYofW-NT21FYi1xHsakCDkdQs_3RGJaEe_0_aem_kdwiUT_6_KicH1bzw7dTpA
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCKNA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/18ZHCKNA2NUB6/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex
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Church  Vows 
Do you remeber the different ways you  support Lexington UMC? 

When we take the baptismal and local church membership vows, we agree to covenant with God and the members of the local
church to keep the vows that are part of living the baptismal covenant and reception into membership in the local church. 

These vows have four parts: (1) to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; (2) to believe in the Christian faith as contained in the
Old and New Testaments; (3) to support The United Methodist Church; and (4) to uphold the local congregation with ours prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness. 

We are a supportive, praying congregation. We serve through the missions we support, we witness to our community through our
mission work and sharing our good works with the community. Are you present? 
                            Why do we give?

                            John Wesley offers this plain approach to living:   We are to seek to earn all we can in ways that are helpful to
                            ourselves and others, never harmful. We are to “save all we can” by being frugal in our expenses. And then having
                            earned all we can and spent only what we must to care for our own basic needs and those of our family (which we
are never to neglect!), we are to give everything else away.

As United Methodists we value the tithe as a benchmark for giving. We believe our giving should be both more challenging and
more gracious to the whole world than simply trying to give a tithe of our income. 

We also believe that there is joy in giving, and the greater the generosity the deeper the joy. We acknowledge that we worship God
and not money! Giving an offering frees us from the bondage that money can have over our lives. Tithing then encourages us to
focus on God as the source of our strength and abundance, rather than our own achievements or financial assets. Tithing leads to
our spiritual well-being and growth in our relationship with God and others in the world around us.
Do you know the different methods to give to LUMC?   There are four ways for you to connect:

Give Online
Give @ 

https://lexumcsc.com/give/
and follow the directions.

Mail a Check
to

Lexington UMC
 309 East Main St. 

Lexington, SC 29072
If you have an

envelope number, be
sure to include it on

the check 
 

 Texting, or in the 
Mobile App

Use your smart phone to text
GIVE to 1-803-599-3943.

 and/or by downloading the
ShelbyNext App in your app

store.

Giving in Person
You can give at one of 

the morning services by
placing your offering
in the offering plate 

or basket  

Sam and Annie Laurie George Scholarship: The Sam and Annie Laurie George Scholarship is given annually to a
deserving student who attends Columbia College, Wofford College, or Spartanburg Methodist College. He/She must be a
member or relative of a member of Lexington United Methodist Church. If interested, complete the application form
found outside of Wesley Hall, outside of Pastor Meegian’s office, or attached to this email. Return it to the church office
by Thursday, April 16. Interviews will take place in May.

Scholarship Opportunity

Donations of Stock
Along with your regular tithe, did you know that you can also contribute stock donations to Lexington United Methodist
Church? It’s easy! Just call the church office to find out how. It’s a win-win for both parties! You receive the tax deduction
and LUMC receives your gift.

https://lexumcsc.com/give/


Women’s
Spring Friendsgiving

April 19, 2026
2:30PM | Asbury Hall

Ladies, please plan to join us for an

afternoon filled with laughter and fun. 

We will share a short devotion and

mingle with one another to get to

know each other a little better.

Bring finger-food to share! 

Sponsored by 

United Methodist Women 
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Women’s News 

On Sunday evening, March 29 the
United Methodist Women served a
meal to the Methodist Student
Network at USC. Their lead Pastor is
Rev. Jad Taylor. Ella Stillwell is the
Assistant Director. 

We were honored to celebrate with
them in their Palm Sunday worship
service and then serve them a meal. 
What a fine group of students! 

Look in the left-hand corner and
you’ll see Ellias, Jad’s sweet baby boy. 



My name is Hannah Vitters, and I am a Junior at Lexington High School. I am raising awareness for a cause near and dear to
my heart. 
I host an annual bikeathon fundraiser called Bike4Life, this year being the third event. The driving force behind this
fundraiser is my 9-year-old cousin Jack Timmerman, who was diagnosed with Batten Disease in late 2023. This is an
extremely rare neurological disorder that has already caused Jack almost complete blindness, with many more symptoms
expected in the next few years he has been given to live. 
The year I founded Bike4Life, I wanted to do something for him that not only helps Battens Disease patients but also all kids
and families struggling with childhood illnesses and life-threatening diseases. In the last two years combined, I have raised
over $5,700 for Ronald McDonald House Charities and Make-A-Wish Foundation.
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The 2026 Bike4Life  is May 2 , in the LUMC parking lot. nd

The event starts at 9:00 with the trike race beginning at 9:15 (but participants should be there 15 minutes before their
event). 
There are events designated for specific age groups all morning, with the last one ending at 12:00pm. 

Food trucks will be at the event until 12:30! 
The entry fee is $25 per person donated online to the Pathways SC Bike4Life donation page, with a limit of $75 in entry
fees per family.
 If you have more than 3 kids who would like to join us, entry fees are not required past the $75. T-shirt cost is included
in the entry fee, and all participants who register before April 15 are guaranteed a Bike4Life t-shirt! There will be extras
available on May 2nd; however, there will be a limited supply, so sign up ASAP! 
All attendees will also be entered into the live raffle with prizes from various businesses in Lexington, including but not
limited to Bella Nails and Spa, the Kindred Boutique, and Pelican SnoBalls.

Scan this
registration QR
code which also
has other links
embedded in it like
the 
website and
donation page:



Magic on Church Street | November 21 & 22

. Reach out and help sponsor this exciting event.
You can use this link :

 https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
to give online through the church website. 

                                                                or use the QR code:

With all of us working together, we can make this an extraordinary event to honor the Lord 
by continued service/outreach to our community!

LUMC will have 3 spaces for the church’s 
Treasures, Treats and Talents booths!

  

 As the name suggests, we will be collecting second-
hand holiday treasures. These will be items for sale
that you would be proud to have in your home. We
will begin collecting these items July 1. Watch for
more details as the time grows near. 

We will be selling tasty treats so be thinking what
you can contribute to the bake sale. Since this is a
two day event, lots of baked goods will be needed.
Start looking at those recipes now!  

We will be looking for some beautiful items to sell in
our handicrafts and artesian space. Please let 
Karen Waterfield know what you will donate. 
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Many plans have already fallen in place. There will be an art contest for the students in Lexington 1. The winning
Christmas designs will be used on various items for sale at the Market. 

A Christmas in July launch is planned for July 25. This is when the social media platform will launch and items
 such as mugs, ornaments, and Christmas pictures will go on sale featuring a drawing by artist Michael Story. 
  
 On August 27 there will be a Sunday Christmas Lunch starting at 12:15 in Wesley Hall.  This will be the kickoff the season
(countdown to Magic on Church Street) (sit down or carry out). We will have a European Style Christmas Lunch (tickets
will go on Sale in July) and proceeds go to the festival fundraiser. We will have snippets of performances, Christmas table
centerpiece decorations for purchase, t shirts for purchase, and other commemorative items for sale. We may also have
baked items (samples of what the bake sale will be offering for sale).

We need vendors, sponsors, donations, raffle basket items, and additional volunteers.
 If you know of a vendor who might be interested please let Harvey Etheredge hlynn1958@gmail.com know. 

https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a
mailto:Karen.BennettWaterfield@gmail.com
mailto:hlynn1958@gmail.com


Preschool

The Prime Timers will have early dinner at Texas Roadhouse on Columbiana Drive on Tuesday,
April 7. The restaurant is not open for lunch that day so we will meet there at 4:00 PM. Please
contact Sammie Brown at 803-351-0784 or sbrown8885@gmail.com to reserve your seat. 

April 7, 4:00PM |                  Texas Roadhouse 

April 21, 11:30AM |                             Bellis House of Pizza 
Our GALS group will meet for lunch on April 21st at Bellis House of Pizza
100 Cherokee Rd. ,next to the UPS Store and Publix.  Widows are welcome to join us for lunch. 
.

GALS Group Lunch 

Church Council Meeting
April 30, 6:30PM | Asbury Hall
Church Council will have their quarterly meeting on April 30  to hear NOW team reports,
reports from our church administrating committees, and discuss any business that comes
before the council.  Church Council members please add this meeting to your calendar and
plan to attend. 

th

Get-Togethers and Meetings

The LUMC Preschool is going strong this school year.  If you have been at church when the littles
arrive or leave you have seen how happy and excited they are to be at the Preschool.  You can help
support our Preschool through these fundraisers that are coming up:
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The preschool will be closed on April 3rd through 12th for spring break. 

We still have openings for next school year. 

You can find the registration form here:     Registrion for Preschool 

mailto:sbrown8885@gmail.com
https://lumcpreschool.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6022f0b1-4dc3-441b-be9a-b7d16f3dda55
https://lumcpreschool.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6022f0b1-4dc3-441b-be9a-b7d16f3dda55


                                                April 5--  Butterfly release  after the 11AM church service. 
                                                                 Outside Wesley Hall 
                                                                 Join us to see the beauty in nature's "resurrection".
 
                                                April 5 & April 12 --No KidzWay due to Spring Break! 
                                                   Happy Spring Break everyone! Enjoy and we'll see you back on April 19th! 

                                                April 19, 5:00-6:30PM | Asbury Hall  
                                                    Our final Name that Parable Pt. 3 night! 
                                                    You won't wanna miss this game night!
                                                    Drop off/pickup is at the playground. 

  April 26-- we will be supporting the youth in their dinner and dessert fundraiser! Y'all were absolutely      
  AMAZING supporting  the Pancake Dinner and we wanna show up for them again!  Find the link for            
  tickets on the Youth page! 

LUMC promises to surround our children with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. Our
intention is to minister to the needs of all children and provide them with a caring community where they may be nurtured in a dignified
and loving manner. If you have any questions, please contact Laura Henrickson at laura@lexumcsc.com.

KidzWay |5:00 to 6:30PM | Asbury Hall

 ACOLYTE SIGN UP

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

TEACHER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP

NURSERY SIGN UP

KIDZWAY SUNDAY NIGHT 
LEADER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP
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The new year has brought the return of regular weekly Sunday School classes – and that includes music time with
Ms. Lessie. Parents, you are encouraged to bring your children to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for a
fun experience of singing while learning new and inspiring songs. We are also hopeful that the children will be
able to share their music in upcoming worship services throughout the year. Looking forward to seeing you and
your children on Sunday!

See you in Sunday School!

Children’s Ministry needs you 
to volunteer!

Click on the link below to sign up!  

Children’s Ministry 

mailto:laura@lexumcsc.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-acolytes#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-childrens2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-childrens2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0549A5A62AA6FEC16-57696189-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040C4CABAD28A5F94-nursery#/


Youth

Volunteer at the Link Below
2026 Dinner and Dessert Auction Volunteers
               (includes dessert donations)

Buy Your Tickets at Link Below
2026 Dinner and Dessert Auction Ticket Sales

It’s Time! 
Dinner and Dessert Auction

Sunday, April 26, 5:00--6:30 PM | Wesley Hall

The Youth Ministry at Lexington United Methodist Church seeks to serve all students in grades 6th through
12th grade. For all the latest info regarding upcoming events, scan the QR code to view the monthly youth
newsletter or visit lexumcsc.com/student-ministry.

lexumcyouth

No Youth Group - Spring Break/Easter
April 5 / April 12
Because of Spring Break and Easter, we will not have youth group on April 5 and 12! 

Night at the Movies
April 19,  5:00 - 6:30 pm | LOCATION: Wesley Hall
Join us for our "Night at the Movies" night at youth group. We encourage students to
dress up like they are at a Red Carpet Movie premier, cause yes, we will have a red
carpet for them to walk. 
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Youth Mission Trip Summer 2026  | June 21 - June 26
It’s time for Youth 2025 Mission Trip sign-ups and a lot of important information is below! We are
headed to Atlanta, GA to learn about various cultures and religions and also put on a "VBS Style"
camp at an apartment complex.

WHO: Completed 6th grade - Completed 12th grade
DEADLINE TO SIGN UP: Monday, May 4   |           TOTAL COST: $375.00/pp.
Deposit Due by May 4: $175.00. Next payment due by: June 30: $200.00

COST OF TRIP INCLUDES:
Most meals covered on the trip (students may be responsible for 2 to 3 meals for travel / during Free time. To be
determined closer to the trip.
Our lodging will take place at a local AirBnB. Exact location to be determined closer to the trip. Participant T-Shirt
If you are an adult volunteer, you will go for free.... just the cost of your additional meals! Contact TODD if you want to go
as an adult.
Additional Expenses: Meals and snacks on the road x2-3 depending (specifics closer to trip), souvenirs, etc. 
*Parents/Guardians may be asked to fill out an updated medical release form for LUMC prior to the trip!
Much more information can be found here: APRIL 2026 NEWSLETTER - LUMC YOUTH MONTHLY UPDATE

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4DA8AE29A4FBC43-dinner#/
https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/427a0568-cc05-419c-888f-5db48b70fcbd
https://newsletter.dymapps.com/read/46003


  Birthdays                                                            Memorials        
 4/11     Isabella Castilla

4/12     Lucy Herpst
             Kent Wolfe
             Alex Chavis
             Madilynn Templin

4/13     Russell Chandler II
             Renee Gray

4/14     Kristen Kirby
             Rob Poole

4/15     Donna Gaines   
             Janice Eskridge
             Erin Blume

4/16     Vernon Russell III
             Dan Smith
             Ashley Beck
             Abigail Beck

4/17     Maddy Akers

4/18     Stacey Martin
             Ivans Imad Kommi

4/19     Jack Culler
             Lewis George
             David Howard
             Christina Duffie
             John Mills

4/20     Emily Phillips
             Miles McGee
             Jennifer Montgomery
             Camp Carter

4/21     Isabelle Farmer
             Rusty Koss
             Aaron Lawrence

 
4/22     Becky Parker
             James Felder
             Hannah Vitters
             Becky Goudelock

4/23     Lee Huber
             Laurel Evans
             Braddock Watts
             Lauren Blackwell
             Chuck Brennan

4/24     Jeremy Young
             Corey Workman

4/25     Robin Rivers
             Fred Kicklighter III
             Cole Stilwell

4/26     Jack Hornsby
             John Collum
             Paul Harrell

4/27     Ollie James Williams
             Carolyn Campbell

4/28     Danny Backman
             Margaret Miller
             Bryan McCarty
             Sari Ness
             Barbara Anderson
             Scott Armstrong

4/29     Billie Hudson
             Jeremy Slapnik

4/30     Chris Groves
             Anne Huntley Crouch

Robin Andrews 
Red Hat Ladies

Alice Hott          
Larry & Pam Hayes

Becky Falls        
Larry & Pam Hayes

Linton Phillips   
Steve & Vickie Roberts

Ray Gravett
Pat O'Cain

Thank You
Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the calls,
cards and texts we
received during our time in
need. 
Thank you to the ladies
who prepared our meal
after the Memorial Service. 
With love, 

The Walsh Family 

Congratulations

4/1       Laura Beck
             Chris Thain
             Alice Gibson
             Zara Dabbs

4/2       Al Borsum
             Rachel Blume

4/3       Rebecca Hawkins
             Hunter Hook
             Hazel Moser

4/4       Janice Hipp
             Gigi Huckabee
             Boyd Jackson
             Michelle Welch

4/5       Joey Parsons II
             Natalie Spence

4/6       Cody Hawkins
             Addison Rankin
             Ryan Hucks
             Connie Reynolds
             Elliott Schilling
             Sara Ford

4/7       Michael Hook
             Ben Yarborough

4/8       Robbie Lyles
             Ali Hornsby
             Kathy DeBerry
             Tyler Reynolds

4/9       Clay Roberts
             Bruce Gahm
             Alex Dunbar
             Sally Herpst

4/10     Don Jones
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Hannah Vitters won the Johnny
Boozer award given by the Wildcat
Booster Club. The recipient must
exhibit qualities of loyalty to the   
team and coaches, desire and
determination to excel and a good
attitude! Congratulations Hannah! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
29 

Palm Sunday
SET UP FOR LABYRINTH
8:30am - 9:30am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am - 9:45am Coffee Fellowship Time
9:45am - 10:45am Sunday School for All Ages Athletes 

HOLY WEEK

12 
8:30am - 9:30am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am - 9:45am Coffee Fellowship Time
9:45am - 10:45am Sunday School for All Ages 12:00pm - 1:00pm Amazing 10:00am - 11:00am Staff 

19 
8:30am - 9:30am Traditional Worship Service
9:30am - 9:45am Coffee Fellowship Time
9:45am - 10:45am Confirmation Class
9:45am - 10:45am Sunday School for All Ages Athletes 

26 

9:30am - 9:45am Coffee Fellowship Time
9:45am - 10:45am Confirmation Class
9:45am - 10:45am Sunday School for All Ages Athletes 

8:30am - 9:30am Traditional Worship Service

30 

9:00am - 6:00pm Labyrinth 9:00am - 6:00pm Labyrinth 7:00am - 8:00am Men's 
HOLY WEEK

13 
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class 

20 
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
12:00pm - 1:00pm Amazing 10:00am - 11:00am Staff 

27 

Exercise Class
12:00pm - 1:00pm Amazing 10:00am - 11:00am Staff 

10:30am - 11:30am

31 
HOLY WEEK 

14 
10:00am - 12:00pm Snack 7:00am - 8:00am Men's 

21 
10:00am - 12:00pm Snack 7:00am - 8:00am Men's 

28 
10:00am - 12:00pm Snack 7:00am - 8:00am Men's 

15 

22 

29 

16 
10:00am - 11:30am Line
Dancing
2:00pm - 4:30pm Prime
Timers Cards
6:30pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout
Leaders
6:30pm - 7:30pm Pack 507 
Den Meetings 

23 
10:00am - 11:30am Line
Dancing
2:00pm - 4:30pm Prime
Timers Cards
6:15pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout
Troop 2207-Lisa Gaherty 

30 

Dancing
2:00pm - 4:30pm Prime
Timers Cards
6:30pm - 7:30pm Church
Council Meeting 

10:00am - 11:30am Line

10 

17 
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship
Band Practice 

24 
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class 

11 

18 
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting 

25 
8:30am - 9:30am Preschool
Mom's Breakfast 

Sack Packing Weds. AM Group
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
12:00pm - 1:00pm Soccer
Stars 

11:00am - 12:00pm Contemporary Worship
Service
11:00am - 12:00pm Traditional Worship
Service 

Athletes
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting 

Meeting
1:30pm - 3:30pm Craft a
Card Ministry
5:30pm - 6:30pm Al-Anon 5:00pm - 6:30pm Weds. 
6:00pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout Night Supper 
Troop 2375 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Tuesday 
Evening Service 

6:00pm - 7:00pm Handbell 
Practice 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Chancel 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Boyscouts Choir Practice 
Troop 507 

1 2 3 4 

9:00am - 6:00pm Labyrinth Preschool Out-Spring Break 10:00am - 12:00pm 
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
12:00pm - 1:00pm Amazing 10:00am - 11:00am Staff 

10:00am - 12:00pm Snack Weds. AM Group 11:00am - 12:00pm
9:00am - 6:00pm Labyrinth Preschool Spring Picnic & 10:30am - 11:30am 

9:00am - 5:30pm Labyrinth Blessing of the Animals 
Sack Packing 7:00pm - 8:00pm AA

Meeting 10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class 

Egg Hunt
2:00pm - 4:30pm Prime
Timers Cards 

Exercise Class
6:30pm - 7:30pm Good
Friday Service 

Meeting 
11:00am - 12:00pm Blended Worship Service 
2:00pm - 3:00pm Safe Sanctuary Committee 
Meeting 
5:00pm - 6:30pm KidzWay 
5:00pm - 6:30pm Youth Group-Parent/Student 
Night 

6:15pm - 7:15pm Meeting 5:30pm - 6:30pm Al-Anon 11:00am - 12:00pm 
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA 
Meeting 

6:00pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout Preschool Spring Picnic & 6:30pm - 7:30pm Maundy 6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship 
Troop 2375 Egg Hunt Thursday Service Band Practice 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Tuesday 12:00pm - 1:00pm Soccer 
Evening Service Stars 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Boyscouts 5:00pm - 6:30pm Weds. 
Troop 507 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Zoom 
Bible Study 

Night Supper 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Handbell 
Practice 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Chancel 
Choir Practice 
8 5 

7:00am - 7:45am Easter Sunday Sunrise Service CLOSED 
6 7 9 

Preschool Out-Spring Break Preschool Out-Spring Break Preschool Out-Spring Break Preschool Out-Spring Break1:00pm - 2:00pm Meeting 

10:00am - 12:00pm Snack 7:00am - 8:00am Men's 9:15am - 12:30pm
Shepherd's Ctr.-Preventing Exercise Class 

10:30am - 11:30am 7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting w/ Communion

7:45am - 8:45am Breakfast sponsored by the
UMM
9:00am - 10:00am Traditional Easter Worship
Service w/ communion 
11:00am - 12:00pm Contemporary Easter 
Worship Service w/ Communion 
12:05pm - 1:00pm Butterfly Release 

Preschool Out-Spring Break Sack Packing Weds. AM Group
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class 

10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting 

10:00am - 11:00am Staff
Meeting
11:30am - 12:30pm Prime 12:00pm - 1:00pm Soccer 

Scams Event
2:00pm - 4:30pm Prime
Timers Cards
6:15pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout 
Troop 2207-Lisa Gaherty 

6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship
Band Practice 

Timers Luncheon 
5:30pm - 6:30pm Al-Anon 5:00pm - 6:30pm Weds. 

Stars 

Night Supper 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Handbell 
Practice
7:00pm - 8:00pm Chancel
Choir Practice 

1 
Shepherd's Center Board
Meeting
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship 

2 
Life
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting 

Sack Packing Weds. AM Group
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class
12:00pm - 1:00pm Soccer
Stars 

Meeting
10:30am - 12:00pm
Suzanna Wesley Circle
5:30pm - 6:30pm Al-Anon 5:00pm - 6:30pm Weds.
6:00pm - 7:30pm Girl Scout Night Supper 

11:00am - 12:00pm Contemporary Worship
Service
11:00am - 12:00pm Traditional Worship
Service
5:00pm - 6:30pm Dinner & Dessert Auction 

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting 

6:30pm - 7:30pm Pack 507 Band Practice
Den Meetings 

Troop 2375
6:30pm - 7:30pm Tuesday
Evening Service 

6:00pm - 7:00pm Handbell
Practice
7:00pm - 8:00pm Chancel 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Boyscouts Choir Practice
Troop 507
7:00pm - 8:00pm Zoom
Bible Study 

Sack Packing Weds. AM Group
10:30am - 11:30am
Exercise Class 

6:30pm - 8:00pm Worship 11:00am - 12:00pm 
Meeting
11:30am - 1:30pm G.A.L.S. 12:00pm - 1:00pm Soccer 

Band Practice Celebration of Life Service-
Allison Gilliam
12:00pm - 1:30pm Gilliam 
Family Meal 
7:00pm - 8:00pm AA 
Meeting 

11:00am - 12:00pm Contemporary Worship
Service 
11:00am - 12:00pm Traditional Worship 
Service 
2:30pm - 3:30pm UMW Friendsgiving 
5:00pm - 6:30pm KidzWay 
5:00pm - 6:30pm Youth Group-Night at the 
Movies 

7:00pm - 8:00pm AA
Meeting Group 

2:00pm - 3:00pm LRE-
Lexington Reaching 
Everyone 

Stars 
5:00pm - 6:30pm Weds. 
Night Supper 
6:00pm - 7:00pm Handbell 

5:30pm - 6:30pm Al-Anon Practice 
6:30pm - 7:30pm Tuesday 
Evening Service 
7:00pm - 8:00pm Boyscouts 
Troop 507 
7:30pm - 8:30pm Questers 
Group 

7:00pm - 8:00pm Chancel 
Choir Practice 

12



309 E . Main St. 
Lexington, SC 29072 

Return Service Requested 

Rev. James McDowell, Senior Pastor | jsmcdowell@umcsc.org |
Cell: 803-719-0559

Rev. Meegian Gossard, Associate Pastor | magossard@umcsc.org |
Cell: 803-507-4549

Todd Handell, Youth Pastor | todd@lexumcsc.com

Laura Henrickson, Children's Minister | laura@lexumcsc.com

Diane Crosby, CUMCA, Administrator | dcrosby@lexumcsc.com

Bonnie Pruitt, Director, Chancel Choir | bonniepruittlexumc@gmail.com

Lessie Polk, Director, Children’s & Youth Choirs | lespolk@aol.com

Taylor Glomb, Organist | trglomb@gmail.com

Katie Meche, PreschoDirector | preschool@lexumcsc.com

CHURCH STAFF


	Church  News
	Holy Week
	Labyrinth Walk
	Labyrinth Take Down___
	April 3, 5:30PM | Wesley Hall

	Blessings of the Pets
	April 4,  10AM | Circle Drive


	Misson Opportunities
	Blessing Box
	When you are out shopping, pick up items for the Blessing Box. Most needed items include instant oatmeal or grits--individual serving, pop-top canned meats, snack items, fruit cups, pop-top canned veggies, pet food, water, crackers, individual cereals. Place your items in the cart outside the office. If you give your receipt to Diane Crosby, you can be reimbursed for your Blessing Box expenses.
	Recently Rick Cunningham, who has led the Snack Sack outreach program for ten years, announced that he is stepping down. He has worked tirelessly to provide food for school age children who have little or no food support on the weekends. Through contacts and channels, he secured continuing donations of Ramin noodles from a Saluda factory as well as other financial donations to support the program. We thank Rick for his dedication to the children of Lexington County.   Guy Smith has agreed to lead this program going forward. We are thankful for his willingness to take over and keep the program going. As a retired principal he is familiar with the food insecurity that exists in our community.  Your support is vital to keep this program running. Please consider a donation to Snack Sack.  And If you want to come on Tuesday mornings to see what’s this is all about, come on! It’s quite an operation.
	On May 10, we will receive our annual Epworth Children’s Home Offering. The mission of Epworth is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe, Christian communities, where hurts are healed, hope is nurtured, and faith in God, self, and others is developed. 100% of our Mother’s Day Offering provides comprehensive care for the children at Epworth. Epworth is not an apportioned item in the Annual Conference Budget. Mother’s Day is our opportunity to support Epworth’s ministry. Please give as you are led.
	Mission Lexington provides essential support - including food, clothing, shelter, resources, and guidance. In 2024 alone, we addressed over 37,638 needs, helping with everything from rehousing a family of six to supplying interview attire for a father seeking employment.  There is a cart in the hallway where you place items to donate to their pantry:
	Mission Pantry Essentials: Canned protein (chicken, tuna, etc.) Canned vegetables Rice Peanut butter Jelly Laundry Detergent
	Or you can donate through Amazon and have the most needed items delivered: Amazon Wish List


	Church  Vows
	Do you remeber the different ways you  support Lexington UMC?
	When we take the baptismal and local church membership vows, we agree to covenant with God and the members of the local church to keep the vows that are part of living the baptismal covenant and reception into membership in the local church.
	These vows have four parts: (1) to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior; (2) to believe in the Christian faith as contained in the Old and New Testaments; (3) to support The United Methodist Church; and (4) to uphold the local congregation with ours prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness.
	We are a supportive, praying congregation. We serve through the missions we support, we witness to our community through our mission work and sharing our good works with the community. Are you present?                              Why do we give?
	John Wesley offers this plain approach to living:   We are to seek to earn all we can in ways that are helpful to                             ourselves and others, never harmful. We are to “save all we can” by being frugal in our expenses. And then having                             earned all we can and spent only what we must to care for our own basic needs and those of our family (which we are never to neglect!), we are to give everything else away.
	As United Methodists we value the tithe as a benchmark for giving. We believe our giving should be both more challenging and more gracious to the whole world than simply trying to give a tithe of our income.
	We also believe that there is joy in giving, and the greater the generosity the deeper the joy. We acknowledge that we worship God and not money! Giving an offering frees us from the bondage that money can have over our lives. Tithing then encourages us to focus on God as the source of our strength and abundance, rather than our own achievements or financial assets. Tithing leads to our spiritual well-being and growth in our relationship with God and others in the world around us.
	Do you know the different methods to give to LUMC?   There are four ways for you to connect:
	Give Online Give @  https://lexumcsc.com/give/ and follow the directions.
	Mail a Check to Lexington UMC  309 East Main St.  Lexington, SC 29072 If you have an envelope number, be sure to include it on the check
	Texting, or in the  Mobile App Use your smart phone to text GIVE to 1-803-599-3943.  and/or by downloading the ShelbyNext App in your app store.
	Giving in Person You can give at one of  the morning services by placing your offering in the offering plate  or basket
	Donations of Stock Along with your regular tithe, did you know that you can also contribute stock donations to Lexington United Methodist Church? It’s easy! Just call the church office to find out how. It’s a win-win for both parties! You receive the tax deduction and LUMC receives your gift.

	Scholarship Opportunity
	Sam and Annie Laurie George Scholarship: The Sam and Annie Laurie George Scholarship is given annually to a deserving student who attends Columbia College, Wofford College, or Spartanburg Methodist College. He/She must be a member or relative of a member of Lexington United Methodist Church. If interested, complete the application form found outside of Wesley Hall, outside of Pastor Meegian’s office, or attached to this email. Return it to the church office by Thursday, April 16. Interviews will take place in May.

	Women’s News
	Women’s Spring Friendsgiving
	2:30PM | Asbury Hall
	Ladies, please plan to join us for an afternoon filled with laughter and fun.  We will share a short devotion and mingle with one another to get to know each other a little better. Bring finger-food to share!
	Sponsored by  United Methodist Women



	April 19, 2026

	My name is Hannah Vitters, and I am a Junior at Lexington High School. I am raising awareness for a cause near and dear to my heart.  I host an annual bikeathon fundraiser called Bike4Life, this year being the third event. The driving force behind this fundraiser is my 9-year-old cousin Jack Timmerman, who was diagnosed with Batten Disease in late 2023. This is an extremely rare neurological disorder that has already caused Jack almost complete blindness, with many more symptoms expected in the next few years he has been given to live.
	The year I founded Bike4Life, I wanted to do something for him that not only helps Battens Disease patients but also all kids and families struggling with childhood illnesses and life-threatening diseases. In the last two years combined, I have raised over $5,700 for Ronald McDonald House Charities and Make-A-Wish Foundation.
	The 2026 Bike4Life  is May 2nd, in the LUMC parking lot.  The event starts at 9:00 with the trike race beginning at 9:15 (but participants should be there 15 minutes before their event).  There are events designated for specific age groups all morning, with the last one ending at 12:00pm.
	Food trucks will be at the event until 12:30!  The entry fee is $25 per person donated online to the Pathways SC Bike4Life donation page, with a limit of $75 in entry fees per family.  If you have more than 3 kids who would like to join us, entry fees are not required past the $75. T-shirt cost is included in the entry fee, and all participants who register before April 15 are guaranteed a Bike4Life t-shirt! There will be extras available on May 2nd; however, there will be a limited supply, so sign up ASAP!  All attendees will also be entered into the live raffle with prizes from various businesses in Lexington, including but not limited to Bella Nails and Spa, the Kindred Boutique, and Pelican SnoBalls.
	Scan this registration QR code which also has other links embedded in it like the  website and donation page:
	Magic on Church Street | November 21 & 22
	LUMC will have 3 spaces for the church’s  Treasures, Treats and Talents booths!
	As the name suggests, we will be collecting second-hand holiday treasures. These will be items for sale that you would be proud to have in your home. We will begin collecting these items July 1. Watch for more details as the time grows near.
	We will be selling tasty treats so be thinking what you can contribute to the bake sale. Since this is a two day event, lots of baked goods will be needed. Start looking at those recipes now!
	We will be looking for some beautiful items to sell in our handicrafts and artesian space. Please let  Karen Waterfield know what you will donate.
	Many plans have already fallen in place. There will be an art contest for the students in Lexington 1. The winning Christmas designs will be used on various items for sale at the Market.
	A Christmas in July launch is planned for July 25. This is when the social media platform will launch and items  such as mugs, ornaments, and Christmas pictures will go on sale featuring a drawing by artist Michael Story.
	On August 27 there will be a Sunday Christmas Lunch starting at 12:15 in Wesley Hall.  This will be the kickoff the season (countdown to Magic on Church Street) (sit down or carry out). We will have a European Style Christmas Lunch (tickets will go on Sale in July) and proceeds go to the festival fundraiser. We will have snippets of performances, Christmas table centerpiece decorations for purchase, t shirts for purchase, and other commemorative items for sale. We may also have baked items (samples of what the bake sale will be offering for sale).
	We need vendors, sponsors, donations, raffle basket items, and additional volunteers.  If you know of a vendor who might be interested please let Harvey Etheredge hlynn1958@gmail.com know.
	. Reach out and help sponsor this exciting event. You can use this link :  https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/fc1c2df2-532d-494c-a520-fffdacf6aa5a to give online through the church website.
	or use the QR code:
	With all of us working together, we can make this an extraordinary event to honor the Lord  by continued service/outreach to our community!


	Preschool
	The LUMC Preschool is going strong this school year.  If you have been at church when the littles arrive or leave you have seen how happy and excited they are to be at the Preschool.  You can help support our Preschool through these fundraisers that are coming up:
	The preschool will be closed on April 3rd through 12th for spring break.
	We still have openings for next school year.
	You can find the registration form here:     Registrion for Preschool

	Get-Togethers and Meetings
	April 7, 4:00PM |                  Texas Roadhouse
	The Prime Timers will have early dinner at Texas Roadhouse on Columbiana Drive on Tuesday, April 7. The restaurant is not open for lunch that day so we will meet there at 4:00 PM. Please contact Sammie Brown at 803-351-0784 or sbrown8885@gmail.com to reserve your seat.

	GALS Group Lunch
	April 21, 11:30AM |                             Bellis House of Pizza
	Our GALS group will meet for lunch on April 21st at Bellis House of Pizza 100 Cherokee Rd. ,next to the UPS Store and Publix.  Widows are welcome to join us for lunch.  .


	Church Council Meeting
	April 30, 6:30PM | Asbury Hall
	Church Council will have their quarterly meeting on April 30th to hear NOW team reports, reports from our church administrating committees, and discuss any business that comes before the council.  Church Council members please add this meeting to your calendar and plan to attend.



	Children’s Ministry
	LUMC promises to surround our children with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in their service to others. Our intention is to minister to the needs of all children and provide them with a caring community where they may be nurtured in a dignified and loving manner. If you have any questions, please contact Laura Henrickson at laura@lexumcsc.com.
	See you in Sunday School!
	The new year has brought the return of regular weekly Sunday School classes – and that includes music time with Ms. Lessie. Parents, you are encouraged to bring your children to join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. for a fun experience of singing while learning new and inspiring songs. We are also hopeful that the children will be able to share their music in upcoming worship services throughout the year. Looking forward to seeing you and your children on Sunday!

	KidzWay |5:00 to 6:30PM | Asbury Hall
	April 5--  Butterfly release  after the 11AM church service.                                                                   Outside Wesley Hall                                                                   Join us to see the beauty in nature's "resurrection".
	April 5 & April 12 --No KidzWay due to Spring Break!                                                     Happy Spring Break everyone! Enjoy and we'll see you back on April 19th!
	April 19, 5:00-6:30PM | Asbury Hall                                                       Our final Name that Parable Pt. 3 night!                                                      You won't wanna miss this game night!                                                     Drop off/pickup is at the playground.
	April 26-- we will be supporting the youth in their dinner and dessert fundraiser! Y'all were absolutely         AMAZING supporting  the Pancake Dinner and we wanna show up for them again!  Find the link for               tickets on the Youth page!
	Children’s Ministry needs you  to volunteer! Click on the link below to sign up!
	ACOLYTE SIGN UP
	CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
	TEACHER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP
	NURSERY SIGN UP
	KIDZWAY SUNDAY NIGHT  LEADER/ASSISTANT SIGN UP
	No Youth Group - Spring Break/Easter
	Night at the Movies
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