
Celebration of Holy Communion1 

 

Invitation 

 

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin 
before God and one another. 

 

Confession and Pardon 

 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We 
have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken 
your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and 
we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

All pray in silence. 
 

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God's 
love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

Glory to God. Amen. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving2 

 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Open your hearts to the One who is Love. 
 

We open our hearts to you, O God. 
Let us give thanks to God, who gathers us together. 
 

To the One who welcomes us to the table, we give thanks and praise. 
 

God, your invitation to come and feast in your presence is but a taste of the love you 

extend to us every day. By your very nature, you are always seeking us out –  

 
1https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/book-of-worship/a-service-of-word-and-table-i-and-introductions-to-the-other-forms 
2 https://enfleshed.com/liturgy/communion-liturgies/ with modifications by Heather Connor 

searching for ways to connect us and connect with us. You meet us in the most 
ordinary of places and you make them sacred. By your grace, we come to recognize 
the holiness that dwells in the world around us, in our neighbors, in our own internal 
depths. 
 

Therefore, we join our voices with your people on earth and all the company of the 
heavens, singing praise to you, 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of justice and love. 
Heaven and earth are full of your wonder. 
Hosanna, among us. 
 

Blessed are you and blessed is your eternal table. You welcome all who thirst for 
justice and hunger to grow in love. You ask us to extend this same welcome to all our 
neighbors, but God, since our beginning, we have struggled.  
 

And so, in your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Through his life, you pointed 
to your presence on the margins. You revealed the sacredness in all life. You showed 
us how to live together, even among forces of destruction.  
 

Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed the Good News. He called 
for the captives to be set free. He spoke of the lowly being lifted up. He talked of 
redistributing wealth and eradicating the causes of poverty. His commitment to 
practicing love knew no bounds – not even the bounds of death.  
 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his companions. 
He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said: “This is my body 
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

After the meal, he took the cup, blessed it, and shared it saying: “This cup that is 
poured out is the new covenant.”  
 

In remembrance of all you have done to save us, we proclaim the mystery of our 
faith: 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the 
body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 

By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor 
and glory is yours, almighty God, 
now and forever.  
 

Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will 
be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 

 


