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We hope to see you enjoying these events and wor-

Inside this monthÑ 

United Methodists vow to 
faithfully participate in the 
churchõs ministries by their 
prayers, their presence, their 
gifts, their  service, 
 and their witness. 

Fruits of the SpiritȱThis spring our studies will focus on the fruits of the spirit. 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithful-

ness, 
 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22-23 

Begin your Wednesdays with a yummy meal and good fellowshipȱ
supper begins at 5:30pm. Adults $7, Children $3, Family total of $22. 
 

  February menus are: 
 

2/1 Parmesan Crusted Chicken Breast, Roasted Red Potatoes, Broccoli, Baked Apples 
2/8 BBQ Pork, Baked Beans, Seasoned Oven Fries, Slaw (Plus Heart Healthy Soup Option) 
2/15 Grilled Marinated Chicken, Noodles Au Tim, Vegetable Blend, Baked Pineapple 

       2/22 Baked Pork Chop, Collards, Black Eyed Peas, Cream Style Corn 
 

After supper adults have optionsðStudies or Wednesday Night Informational Sessions based on the Fruits of the Spirits in 

MC005 beginning at 6:15pm. Children will meet with Heather for KidsWay and the Youth will meet with Todd.  

Feb. 1-  P -Church Council-Angie Cunningham, Chair - learn what our church council is, does, and meet your 2023        

   Church Council members. There is also a Share the Love event in Wesleyðsee p. 6 

Feb. 8-  P -Dr. Sally Herpst - Learn important medical updates on Covid, flu, community health awareness, heart month  

Feb. 15-S - ðLynn Silvey - Stewardship of our community and our Earthðrecycling 

Feb. 22ïAsh Wednesday Service, 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

Mar. 1-  K  ðEpworth - Guest speakersðLori Torbett, Rev. Kathy James & Rev. Laurie Brandes  

Mar. 8-  JoyðOperation Shoe boxes -Vicki Boylston & Trudy Huffstetler  

Mar. 15ð Goodness- Upcoming Mission trips - Terrie Morrison, &  Youth Leaders  

Mar. 22ðGentleness - Snack Sack - Rick Cunningham & Vimarie Jibaja  

 You may sign up by finding booklet and filling out registration sheet, sign up on website, or just show up on Wednesday night. 

C ,       !  

There are many upcoming events at LUMC for you to be a part 

ofȱread through this edition of the HoF to ɤnd the times and 

places where you can join in! 

Small Groups 

studies listed 

on p. 2  
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October 2, 2022 

Trustworthy by Lysa Terkeurst  

When hard times come and it seems God is deviating from the plan 

we assume our life should follow, weôre more likely to want to tame 

God, not trust Him. Itôs then that we begin to press into our ways 

and our own timing. No human can carry the weight of being their 

own god, but so many of us try. In this 6-session study of 1 & 2 

Kings, join Lysa TerKeurst in Israel as she honestly reveals the plac-

es of distrust in her own heart while exploring the deeply applicable 

Scriptures that will teach us how to truly trust God.  

FacilitatorsðRobin Andrews and Cindy Graham 
Begins February 8, 6:15pm 
Meet: MC 106  
Cost of study bookð$17.50 

Small Group Study Opportunities: You may pay for book the first night of class. You may sign up on website, in flyer at 

church, or let the facilitator know.  Classes are one hour to coordinate with KidsWay program & child pick-up 

Galatians by Joyce Meyer 

Joyce Meyer helps you apply the teaching of Galatians to your 

daily living. Discover the importance of unity in Christ and 

working together with others. Be encouraged to live under God's 

love, understand the blessings associated with grace, and discov-

er how to overcome sin and temptation in God's goodness and 

power. Experience the freedom of Christ in every area of your 

lifeðwill cover the Fruits of the Spirit 

FacilitatorðConnie Brock 
Begins: Feb. 8, 6:15pm 
Meet: MC 009 
Cost of bookð$11.00 

 

 

 

Updates: 
 
Tuesday night service will NOT meet Feb 7- Pastors attending Bishop's School of Ministry 

Tuesday night service will meet Feb 14 and Feb 28 

Tuesday night service will NOT meet Feb 21- Please attend the Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner and 

Ash Wednesday service on Feb 22 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 
 

Take Out Only - Pick up in Asbury Hall or Drive up outside of the offices 
 

Order online here:  Soup Ordering  before Thursday, February 9 
 

All selections are $12 per quart. 
 
                             Sponsored by Wesleyan Disciples Sunday School Class 

https://lexumcsc.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/98696b21-6c12-4fd8-9db3-3b6aad292c97
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The South Carolina United Method-

ist Church has offered churches a 

path to ña faithful step forwardò, to 

ensure congregations are equipped to 

make decisions that enable them to 

best live into their disciple-making 

mission. South Carolina Conference leaders have 

adopted a process through which a local church 

can discern whether it will continue in ministry 

within The United Methodist Church or separate 

from the denomination. 

The Local Church Discernment Process is de-

signed to help local churches determine whether 

they can function as a United Methodist church if 

they firmly believe that the denomination has not 

consistently upheld its stated doctrine on issues of 

human sexuality. It will provide an opportunity 

for church members to engage in dialogue, to   

allow every voice in the congregation an oppor-

tunity to be heard, and to discern the congrega-

tionôs sentiment regarding separation. The new 

process is distinct from the disaffiliation pathway 

created when the 2019 General Conference add-

ed Paragraph 2553 (click to read) to The UMC 

Book of Discipline.  

In South Carolina, no local church that has       

inquired about disaffiliation from The United 

Methodist Church has qualified under this provi-

sion, since they do not profess to disagree with 

the human sexuality language in the Book of Dis-

cipline or how the South Carolina Conference has 

interpreted it. ñIt has been my hope that the divi-

sion so present in the rest of the denomination 

would not affect us in a negative way,ò said     

Bishop L. Jonathan Holston. ñBut it has become 

increasingly difficult over time to shield South 

Carolina United Methodists from these distrac-

tions. ñThere are a growing number of church-

es in our conference inquiring about a way to 

leave the denomination, especially since disaf-

filiation under Paragraph 2553 is not availa-

ble to them. While this is a source of real sad-

ness, I have concluded that providing churches 

the space for conversation and discernment is 

a faithful step forward within the provisions of 

The Book of Discipline.ò 

The Trustees of the Annual Conference and the 

Extended Cabinet have prayerfully developed 

the Local Church Discernment Process. Their 

intentional and meticulous work is not intended 

to encourage churches to leave the denomina-

tion or to remain with The United Methodist 

Church. Rather, it was designed with the singu-

lar goal of ensuring that churches will be fruit-

ful in their mission of making disciples of    

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. While similar to the disaffiliation pro-

cess found in Paragraph 2553, the Local 

Church Discernment Process is grounded in 

Paragraph 2549 of the Discipline, (click to 

read) which is typically employed when a local 

church is closed because it no longer serves the 

purpose for which it was organized. Unlike the 

disaffiliation process, the Local Church Dis-

cernment Process has no long-term ñsunsetò 

provision. 

The process consists of multiple steps, includ-

ing but not limited to: 

1) If the church council of a local church 
determines that it is in the best interest of 
the church to allow the congregation to 
pursue separation, the council must ask 
the district superintendent to call a 
church conference. 

 
2) Before the church conference takes place, 
the local church must complete an inten-
tional, 30-day process of discernment to 
consider whether the congregation can 
continue to function as a United Method-
ist church. 

 
3) Representatives of the congregation will 
be assigned the responsibility of ensuring 
that certain financial obligations ï as cal-
culated by conference trustees ï are sat-
isfied before the congregation can vote 
on whether to separate. These payments 
include: 

¶ A tithe equal to 10 percent of the ap-

praised value of all church property and 

liquid assets. 

¶ All unpaid apportionment giving for the 

prior year, as well as for the year of clo-

sure up to the date of the Annual Confer-

ence vote to close the church. 

¶ An additional 12 months of apportion-

ment  giving.  

¶ All unpaid salary and benefits due to 

clergy appointed to the church. 

¶ A withdrawal liability equal to the 

churchôs proportional share of any un-

funded pension obligations. 

4) Other financial considerations and legal 

liabilities of the local church ï such as 

https://www.umcsc.org/wp-content/uploads/Paragraph-2553.pdf
https://www.umc.org/en/content/book-of-discipline-2549-disposition-of-property-of-a-closed-local-church
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the disposition of any debts, loans, leases, endowments, founda-

tions and cemeteries ï must be satisfied or transferred to a new 

entity. 

5) At the church conference meeting, support of two-thirds of pro-

fessing church members present and voting is required to formal-

ly declare that the church can no longer continue to function as a 

United Methodist church. This vote must take place by March 1 

each year to be considered by Annual Conference members dur-

ing their regular session the following June. 

6) Once all terms of separation are satisfied, the members of the An-

nual Conference must vote on a resolution to close the local 

church and transfer its assets to a new entity. A simple    majority 

vote in favor of the resolution is the final step before the local 

church separates from The United Methodist Church, maintaining 

its property. 

All inquiries about the Local Church Discernment Process must be 

communicated by the church council to the district superintendent. 

Bishop Holston continues to implore South Carolina United Method-

ists to remain patient and focused on what should be the top priority 

of every local church ï our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. ñDuring this time of discernment, 

I am encouraging everyone to pray for our church and for each oth-

er, to trust in the Lord with all your heart and not lean only on your 

own understanding,ò Bishop Holston said. ñAmid all of the distrac-

tions the world casts across our path, let us seek a more excellent 

way to focus on what matters most ï trusting, believing and knowing 

that God is with us.ò 

Regardless of what the future of Lexington United Methodist Church 

may be, I am grateful to be worshipping with you as your pastor. You 

have continued blessing the community as hands and feet of Jesus 

Christ, and I look forward to our fellowship together. 

God bless you all, 

Mack McDowell 

 

 

On Thursdays, at 10 am the Line Dancing group meets in   

Wesley Hall to have fun and enjoy dancing together.  

Here they are at Christmas time in their festive garb! 

Do you like to line dance?  They would love to have you join 

them after Shepherdôs Center, on February 23.  
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So What Is Shrove Tuesday? 

Shrove Tuesday is the Tuesday before Ash Wednesday, which is the 

first day of Lent. It's a day of penitence, to clean the soul, and a day of 

celebration as the last chance to feast before Lent begins. But there's 

more to Shrove Tuesday than pigging out on pancakes. The pancakes 

themselves are part of an ancient custom with deeply religious roots. 

Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to use up the 

foods that may be given up during Lent. Giving up foods: but not 

wasting them: The need to eat up the fats gave rise to the French name 

Mardi Gras; meaning fat Tuesday. Pancakes became associated with 

Shrove Tuesday as they were a dish that could use up all the eggs, fats 

and milk in the house with just the addition of flour. 

The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolize four points of 

significance at this time of year:  Eggs ~ Creation; Flour ~ The staff of 

life; Salt ~ Wholesomeness; Milk ~ Purity  

 

LENT BEGINS February 22  

with the  

Ash Wednesday Worship service and Imposition of  

Ashes at 6:30 pm in the LUMC Sanctuary.  

Pancake Time! 

 

Shrove Tuesday Ash Wednesday  
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Sponsored by Hospitality Team 

A Valentine Celebration  
for our Widows & Widowers  

at Lexington UMC  
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Sharing Godôs Love in February  

 

Y Create a craft a "some buggie at LUMC loves you" project that will be 
given to our home and hospital bound friends 

 
Y Create your own valentine for some one you love AND make another for 
us to share with those the pastor's visit 

 
Y Bring items for the blessing box (pop-top canned goods, diapers, hygiene 
products, snack items, pet food, etc.) and assemble a goodie bag that will 
go into the blessing box too!  

 
Y A micro-devotional on Love 
 
Come right after Wednesday night supper or drop in when you can; we will 
be in Wesley Hall until 7:15pm.  
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Mission Opportunity ï  Are you interested in serving at a mission site? LUMC volunteers will spend the week of 
March 5-10 as part of a mission team working with the NC Baptist Disaster Rebuild project in Lumberton, NC.  This ministry is repairing 

and rebuilding homes damaged or destroyed by hurricanes in the Lumberton area.   
 

In most cases new homes are being built in non-flood zones.  The actual work to be done this year hasnôt been determined, but could include pour-
ing footings, framing a house, shingling a roof, adding siding and painting.  The cost for the week is $100, which covers housing and meals for the 
week.  The accommodations are excellent.  Contact Mike Morrison (803-727-7360) or Terrie Morrison (803-727-7256) if you are interested in go-
ing or for more information.  

For over 30 years, the Souper Bowl of Caring movement has been inspiring people across the nation to 

tackle hunger in their local communities. Each year, around the excitement of the Big Game we support 

the Souper Bowl of Caring campaign, and become part of  the nationwide wave to make a difference!  

On Sunday, February 12 , after our 3 services, the Youth will collect donations for  Snack Sack. 

Please come prepared to donate!  
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February 

Wednesdays 

for 

Children 

& 

Youth 

 

LUMC promises to surround our children with a community of love and forgiveness, that they may grow in 
their service to others. Our intention is to minister to the needs of all children and provide them with a caring  
community where all may be nurtured in a dignified and loving manner.  

Y Join us for Sunday 

School 

Y Teach? Click here 

Palm Sunday Easter Egg hunt April 2nd following 11am worship  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c4cabad28a5f94-acolytes
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c4cabad28a5f94-acolytes
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c4cabad28a5f94-childrens2#/
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Itôs 

 

Support our LUMC Preschool by eating at 

the Lexington Chic-Fil-A on February 28! 

(anytime) 

Be sure to tell them you are supporting the               

LUMC Preschool when you order. If you 

place an order on the app, just put a note 

in the note section.  

time  

Preschool News 

The preschool, children's ministry and youth 

ministry are working together to make this 

summer so much fun!  

 

We've got new camps for preschool and lower 

elementary children PLUS Creation Care Camp is 

returning for our rising 4th-6th grade students. 

AND there's an exciting water event in July for 

3k-rising 6th.   

Buy a Bible for a Student  

LUMC Preschool wants to 

give each 4 year old a Bible 

for graduation!  

Will you support our efforts by     
purchasing a Bible? 
Each Bible costs $11 

 
Please make check payable to  

LUMC Preschool and mark it Bibles  
and place in the church treasury box, 

or put in offering plate.  
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What fun we had at 
Karaoke Night!  We 
enjoyed great singers 
and great songsðfrom 
Jessicaôs opening num-
berðwhatever hap-
pens, letôs begin to the 

last song.   
Watch for the next session and join in 
the fun, whether participating or listen-
ing!   
No better place for fun and fellowship 
than church!  

It�ös a 
wrapȱ 


